
AprU 27, 1937 

Dr. Davti Ooddnrd 
BotmioalLaboratory 
ttniversity of Penn6ylv8nia 
Philadalphia 4, Pa. 

I don't know how to thank you for your good offices in qy nomination 
to the Academy. The trapping8 don't man a great deal tn me; the warn 
appreciations fraa qy friends do, very much. 

Whils I am told that tb Academy ha8 bsoome more of a venerable honorarg 
sooiety ani less of a working organiaation, it i8 still the official srhannel 
of saisnfiifia advFQe to the U. 9. Ilovermfmt, and I look with great serious- 
na88 on the business side of its mtivity. This ha8 rome bearing on my ehoioe 
of rraction, and fra@Q I mild like to have ;rcrux: advice an it. 

First of all, it ia quite dear where my fried8 are. 1 looked over the 
list of the k&my 84!~tiOn, and wa8 pleased to 8ee how 0los6 1 was to 80 maqf 
sfitamabere. By th8 8aia token, thiafneans that Xcould addverylittle 
inspiration to its deJ.iberations, that qy om ideas me likely to be repre- 
senu9d miny ti.IRw over, and this would apply evvn to potenttil nominees for 
membership, as well as to other possible ax&~8 of deliberation. SuLl, the 
or&M&ion of thi8 section fe tilti cloeeat to qy own batiic rssemsh 'interest. 

On ttrs other brad, I have been resuscri&Mng my esully interest in mxiioine 
a8 tb background of scientific epecWl,iwttion, and the mdioal aahool here 
ha8 bean spoheoring a program where gem&m may have a u&&&8 opportunity for 
an itupaot on mdl.oal education and research. This forebodes no change at all 
in ~sy own line of re8earOh activity, but it is the direction of what you might 

eall q admInistrative il%tWSSts. For thi8 reason, 15 have bean speculating about 
joining ths Pathology & Bacteriology section instead. 240~ X ha= no idea how 
welcome I tilp likely to be there, being pereo,nally aequaintid sil.th only a handful 
of iti member8.1 may prove to be t&o isolated th~3 TV) be, of any use at ti. 
But Idle wonder if this didnotatio rpsan that1 &.ghtbe +?ble to add so~#%thing 
to the oontaxt of that section, which they might otherwise lack. 

Mow if Acadeqv membership mean8 just honorific recognition, it would be 
-better to join with a oongenial group of frierds. If there i8 By)re to do, then 
ths oonsiderations of the previous paragraph would have more weight. I am 
frankly in a quandary, alri would be glad to have your reactiontr. 

tiiith be8t rsgards, 

/J 
@ ' Joshua Lederberg - - 


